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them, Frilford and Nuneham Courtenay, had hotels and one of them,
Sunningwell, had a beer retailer.
Shops which deal in the more irregularly purchased goods like
clothes were, in 193 5, almost entirely confined to Oxford, Abingdon,
and Woodstock, which, between them, accounted for 91-2 per cent,
of all the shops in class B. It must be remembered that clothes like
stockings, overalls, and flannel trousers, in which much variety is
not, in a village, demanded, can often be bought at the village
shop.
The reports of the Oxford Co-operative Society confirm these
results. In the first half-year of 1935, 85 per cent, of the net sales in
the outfitting, tailoring, and boots departments were made by the
Oxford branches of the society, while only 70 per cent, of the net
sales in the grocery and butchery departments were so made.
Some light can be thrown on the question of the importance of
Oxford as the shopping centre of the surrounding area as the result
of a small house-to-house inquiry which was carried out in the
villages in 1936. The results of the investigation must be used with
caution owing to the smallness of the inquiry, doubts as to the
randomness of the sample, and the difficulty of obtaining exact
information about each of a long list of commodities. However,
sufficient material was obtained to supplement the account already
given of the distribution of shops in the Area. The inquiry was made
in nine villages or groups of villages,1 of different sizes and scattered
over the Survey Area. The total number of returns received was 134,
the number from the different places varying from n to 25.
When the commodities2 sold by shops in class A (food, drink, and
tobacco) are considered, it is found that if the returns relating to all
these goods are totalled, rather less than half of them show a local
source of supply (the number is 473 out of 1,074). The rest of the
shopping was done mainly in Oxford, Abingdon, or Witney accord-
ing to the location of the village. In a few cases shops in a neighbour-
ing village were patronized.3 Eynsham appears to be the most
self-contained village, able to supply all the foodstuffs on the list.
The people of Islip and Standlake were quite well served by their
own shops, but neither could buy fish on the spot. The extent to
which a local source of supply was used varied considerably between
the different foodstuffs. Milk and eggs were almost entirely locally
1 See Appendix I, note 25.                                        z See Appendix I, note 26.
3 Delivery services are disregarded in this discussion and buying at the door from a
van is counted as local or otherwise according to the location of the shop to which the
van belonged.